
AMENDMENT TO THE REGULATIONS OF THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION 
 
 Pursuant to Education Law sections 101, 207, 210, 215, 305, 3001, 3004 and 

3009. 

New subdivisions (o), (p), (q), (r) and (s) shall be added to Section 80-4.3 of the 

Regulations of the Commissioner of Education to read as follows:  

(o) Requirements for a grade-level extension to teach students with disabilities 

(grades 3-4).  The candidate shall meet the requirements in each of the following 

paragraphs: 

(1) the candidate shall hold a valid initial or professional certificate in students 

with disabilities (birth - grade 2); 

(2) the candidate shall submit satisfactory evidence of at least three school years 

of teaching experience; provided that at least 75 percent of the candidate’s time is spent 

teaching students with disabilities in grades 1 and/or 2 in public school districts of this 

State, State-supported or State-operated schools, private schools established under 

chapter 853 of the Laws of 1976 or BOCES while holding a valid certificate, during each 

of the three school years; and 

(3) the candidate must either: 

(i) provide satisfactory evidence of completion of at least 45 hours of acceptable 

continuing teacher and leader education focused on students with disabilities at the 

elementary level; or 

(ii) the candidate shall complete a minimum of three semester hours of 

satisfactory pedagogical study or its equivalent, that is focused on students with 

disabilities at the elementary level.  



(p) Requirements for a grade-level extension to teach students with disabilities in 

pre-kindergarten and kindergarten.  The candidate shall meet the requirements in each 

of the following paragraphs: 

(1) the candidate shall hold a valid initial or professional certificate in students 

with disabilities (grades 1-6); 

(2) the candidate shall submit satisfactory evidence of at least three years of 

teaching experience; provided that at least 75 percent of the candidate’s time is spent 

teaching students with disabilities in grades 1 and/or 2 in public school districts of this 

State, State-supported or State-operated schools, private schools established under 

chapter 853 of the Laws of 1976 or BOCES, while holding a valid certificate, during 

each of the three school years; and 

(3) the candidate must either: 

(i) provide satisfactory evidence of completion of at least 45 hours of acceptable 

continuing teacher and leader education focused on students with disabilities at the 

early childhood level; or 

(ii) the candidate shall complete a minimum of three semester hours of 

satisfactory pedagogical study or its equivalent, that is focused on students with 

disabilities at the early childhood level.  

(q) Requirements for the extension to teach students with disabilities (grades 7-

8).  The candidate shall meet the requirements in each of the following paragraphs: 

(1) the candidate shall hold a valid initial or professional certificate in students 

with disabilities (grades 1-6); 



(2) the candidate shall show satisfactory evidence of a minimum of three years of 

teaching experience; provided that at least 75 percent of the candidate’s time is spent 

teaching students with disabilities in grades 5 and/or 6 in the public school districts of 

this State, State-supported or State-operated schools, private schools established under 

chapter 853 of the Laws of 1976 or BOCES while holding a valid certificate, during each 

of the three school years; and 

(3) either: 

(i) provide satisfactory evidence of completion of at least 45 hours of acceptable 

continuing teacher and leader education focused on students with disabilities at the 

middle level; or 

(ii) the candidate shall complete a minimum of three semester hours of 

satisfactory pedagogical study or its equivalent, that is focused on students with 

disabilities at the middle level.  

(r) Requirements for a grade-level extension to teach students with disabilities 

(grades 5-6).  The candidate shall meet the requirements in each of the following 

paragraphs: 

(1) the candidate shall hold a valid initial or professional certificate in students 

with disabilities (7-12 generalist); 

(2) the candidate shall show satisfactory evidence of a minimum of three years of 

teaching experience; provided that at least 75 percent of the candidate’s time is spent 

teaching students with disabilities in grades 7 and/or 8 in the public school districts of 

this State, State-supported or State-operated schools, private schools established under 



chapter 853 of the Laws of 1976 or BOCES while holding a valid certificate, during each 

of the three school years; and 

(3) either: 

(i) provide satisfactory evidence of completion of at least 45 hours of acceptable 

continuing teacher and leader education focused on students with disabilities at the 

middle level; or 

(ii) the candidate shall complete a minimum of three semester hours of 

satisfactory pedagogical study or its equivalent, as determined by the Commissioner, 

that is focused on students with disabilities at the middle level.  

(s) Requirements for a grade-level extension to teach students with disabilities in 

(grades 10-12).  The candidate shall meet the requirements in each of the following 

paragraphs: 

(1) the candidate shall hold a valid initial or professional certificate in students 

with disabilities (grades 5-9); 

(2) the candidate shall submit satisfactory evidence of at least three school years 

of teaching experience; provided that at least 75 percent of the candidate’s time is spent 

teaching students with disabilities in grades 8 and/or 9 in the public schools of this 

State, State-supported or State-operated schools, private schools established under 

chapter 853 of the Laws of 1976 or BOCES, while holding a valid certificate, during 

each of the three school years; and 

(3)the candidate shall: 



(i) provide satisfactory evidence of completion of at least 45 hours of acceptable 

continuing teacher and leader education or a minimum of three semester hours focused 

on students with disabilities at the adolescent level (grades 10-12); and  

(ii) complete at least 15 hours of acceptable continuing teacher and leader 

education or a minimum of three semester hours focused on English language arts.  

  



 


