
AMENDMENT TO THE REGULATIONS OF THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION 

Pursuant to sections 101, 207, 305, 2801-a of the Education Law and Section 32 

of Chapter 59 of the Laws of 2019. 

Section 155.17 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education shall be 

amended to read as follows: 

155.17 School safety plans. 

(a) Development of school safety plans. Every board of education of a school 

district, every board of cooperative educational services and county vocational 

education and extension board and the chancellor of the City School District of the City 

of New York shall adopt by July 1, 2001, and shall update by July 1st for the 2002-2003 

through the 2015-2016 school years and shall update and adopt by September 1st for 

the 2016-2017 school year and each subsequent September 1st thereafter, a 

comprehensive district-wide school safety plan and building-level emergency response 

plans regarding crisis intervention and emergency response and management, provided 

that in the City School District of the City of New York, such plans shall be adopted by 

the chancellor of the city school district.  Such plans shall be developed by a district-

wide school safety team and a building-level emergency response team, as such terms 

are defined in subdivision (b) of this section, and shall be in a form developed by the 

commissioner in consultation with the Division of Criminal Justice Services, the 

superintendent of the State Police and any other appropriate State agencies.  Each 

district-wide school safety plan and building-level emergency response plan shall be 

reviewed by the appropriate school safety team on at least an annual basis, and 

updated as needed. 



(b) Definitions. 

As used in this section: 

(1) . . . 

(2) . . . 

(3) . . . 

(4) . . . 

(5) . . .  

(6) . . . 

(7) . . . 

(8) . . .  

(9) . . . 

(10) . . . 

(11) . . . 

(12)  . .  

(13) . . . 

(14) District-wide school safety team means a district-wide team appointed by the 

board of education, the chancellor in the case of New York City, or other governing 

board. The district-wide team shall include, but not be limited to, representatives of the 

school board, teacher, administrator, and parent organizations, school safety personnel 

and other school personnel.  At the discretion of the board of education, or the 

chancellor in the case of the City of New York, a student may be allowed to participate 

on the safety team, provided however, that no portion of a confidential building-level 

emergency response plan shall be shared with such student nor shall such student be 



present [where] when details of a confidential building-level emergency response plan 

or confidential portions of a district-wide emergency response strategy are discussed. 

(15) . . . 

(16) . . . 

(17) . . . 

(18) . . . 

(c) District-wide school safety plans and building-level emergency response 

plans. 

District-wide school safety plans and building-level emergency response plans 

shall be designed to prevent or minimize the effects of violent incidents and 

emergencies and to facilitate the coordination of schools and school districts with local 

and county resources in the event of such incidents or emergencies. 

(1) District-wide school safety plans.  A district-wide school safety plan shall be 

developed by the district-wide school safety team and shall include, but not be limited 

to: 

(i) . . . 

(ii) . . . 

(iii) . . .   

(iv) . . . 

(v) . . .  

(vi) . . . 

(vii) . . . 

(viii) . . . 



(ix) . . .  

(x) . . .  

(xi) policies and procedures relating to school building security, including, where 

appropriate: 

a. the use of school safety or security officers and/or school resource officers. 

Beginning with the 2019-20 school year, and every school year thereafter, every school 

shall define the areas of responsibility of school personnel, security personnel and law 

enforcement in response to student misconduct that violates the code of conduct.  A 

school district or charter school that employs, contracts with, or otherwise retains law 

enforcement or public or private security personnel, including school resource officers, 

shall establish a written contract or memorandum of understanding that is developed 

with stakeholder input, including, but not limited to, parents, students, school 

administrators, teachers, collective bargaining units, parent and student organizations 

and community members, as well as probation officers, prosecutors, defense counsels 

and courts that are familiar with school discipline.  Such written contract or 

memorandum of understanding shall define the relationship between a school district or 

charter school, school personnel, students, visitors, law enforcement, and public or 

private security personnel.  Such contract or memorandum of understanding shall be 

consistent with the code of conduct, define law enforcement or security personnel's 

roles, responsibilities and involvement within a school and clearly delegate the role of 

school discipline to the school administration.  Such written contract or memorandum of 

understanding shall be incorporated into and published as part of the district safety plan; 

and 



b. security devices or procedures; 

(xii) . . .  

(xiii) . . . 

(xiv) . . .  

(xv) . . . 

(xvi) . . . . 

(xvii) . . .  

(xix) . . .  

(2) . . .  

(3)  

(a) Each board of education, chancellor or other governing body shall make each 

district-wide safety plan available for public comment at least 30 days prior to its 

adoption.  Such district-wide plans may be adopted by the school board only after at 

least one public hearing that provides for the participation of school personnel, parents, 

students and any other interested parties.  Each district shall [file a copy of] submit its 

district-wide safety plan and all amendments to such plan [with] to the commissioner 

[and all amendments to such plan], [shall be filed with the commissioner] in a manner 

prescribed by the commissioner, within [no later than] 30 days after [their] its adoption 

[,]. Commencing with the 2019-2020 school year, such district-wide plans must be 

submitted no later than October 1, 2019, and each subsequent October 1 thereafter.  

(b) Each board of education, chancellor or other governing body or officer shall 

ensure that [a copy of] each building-level emergency response plan and any 

amendments thereto, is [filed with] submitted to the appropriate local law enforcement 



agency and [with] the State Police within 30 days of its adoption, but no later than 

October 15 [, 2016 and each subsequent October 15th thereafter.] for the 2016-2017, 

2017-2018, 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 school years and for the 2020-2021 school year 

and thereafter, such building-level emergency response plans must be submitted no 

later than October 1, 2020, and each subsequent October 1 thereafter.  Building-level 

emergency response plans shall be confidential and shall not be subject to disclosure 

under article six of the Public Officers Law or any other provision of law. 

(d) . . . 

 (e) . . . 

(f) Reporting.  Each superintendent shall notify the commissioner as soon as 

possible whenever the emergency plan or building-level school safety plan is activated 

and results in the closing of a school building in the district, and shall provide such 

information as the commissioner may require in a manner prescribed by the 

commissioner.  School districts within a supervisory district shall provide such 

notification through the district superintendent, who shall be responsible for notifying the 

commissioner. Such information need not be provided for routine snow emergency 

days. 

(g) . . .  

(h) . . .  

(i) . . . 

(j)  . . . 

(k) . . .  

 



 
 

 


