AMENDMENT OF THE REGULATIONS OF THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION

Pursuant to Education Law sections 101, 207, 208, 305, 4402 and 4403

1. Subdivision (a) of section 100.5 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of
Education is amended, effective June 20, 2016, as follows:

(a) General requirements for a Regents or a local high school diploma.

Except as provided in clauses (5)(i)(c), (e) and (f) of this subdivision, [paragraph]
paragraphs (d)(6) and (11) and subdivision (g) of this section, the following general
requirements shall apply with respect to a Regents or local high school diploma.
Requirements for a diploma apply to students depending upon the year in which they
first enter grade nine. A student who takes more than four years to earn a diploma is
subject to the requirements that apply to the year that student first entered grade nine.
Students who take less than four years to complete their diploma requirements are
subject to the provisions of subdivision (e) of this section relating to accelerated
graduation.
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(5) State assessment system. (i) Except as otherwise provided in clause (f) of
this subparagraph and subparagraphs (ii), (iii) and (iv) of this paragraph, all students
shall demonstrate attainment of the New York State learning standards:
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() Requirements for pathway assessments:

(1) [In addition to the requirements of clauses (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) of this

subparagraph,] Except as provided in paragraph (d)(11) of this section, students who

first enter grade nine in September 2011 and thereafter or who are otherwise eligible to
receive a high school diploma pursuant to this section in June 2015 and thereafter],]

must meet the requirements of clauses (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) of this subparagraph and

also pass any one of the following assessments:
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2. Subparagraph (iii) of paragraph (7) of subdivision (b) of section 100.5 of the
Regulations of the Commissioner of Education is amended, effective June 20, 2016, as
follows:

(i) Earning a Regents or local high school diploma shall be deemed to be
equivalent to receipt of a high school diploma pursuant to Education Law, section
3202(1) and shall terminate a student's entitlement to a free public education pursuant
to such statute. Earning a high school equivalency diploma [or], an Individualized
Education Program diploma, or either a skills and achievement commencement

credential or a New York State career development and occupational studies

commencement credential as set forth in section 100.6 of this Part, shall not be deemed

to be equivalent to receipt of a high school diploma pursuant to Education Law, section
3202(1) and shall not terminate a student's entitlement to a free public education
pursuant to such statute.

3. A new paragraph (11) of subdivision (d) of section 100.5 of the Regulations of
the Commissioner of Education is added, effective June 20, 2016, as follows:

(11) Career development and occupational studies pathway. Students who first

enter grade nine in September 2012 and thereafter or who are otherwise eligible to

receive a high school diploma pursuant to this section in June 2016 and thereafter may

meet the diploma requirements described in this section by:

(i) completing the applicable credit requirements pursuant to this section; and

(ii) completing the requirements for the New York State career development and

occupational studies commencement credential as provided in section 100.6(b) of this

Part; and



(iii) passing four assessments, one in each of the four subject areas of English,

mathematics, science and social studies (United States history and government or

global history and geography), as set forth in clauses (a)(5)(i)(a)-(e) of this section;

4. Subdivision (b) of section 100.6 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of
Education is amended, effective June 20, 2016, as follows:

(b) New York State career development and occupational studies
commencement credential.

(1) Eligible students. (i) Beginning July 1, 2013 [and thereafter] but prior to June

2016, the board of education or trustees of a school district shall, and the principal of a
nonpublic school may, issue a New York State career development and occupational
studies commencement credential to a student with a disability who meets the
requirements of paragraph [(1)] (3) of this subdivision to document [preparation]
readiness for entry-level employment after high school, except for those students
deemed eligible for a skills and achievement commencement credential pursuant to
subdivision (a) of this section.

(ii) Beqginning June 2016 and thereafter, the board of education or trustees of a

school district shall, and the principal of a nonpublic school may, issue a New York

State career development and occupational studies commencement credential to any

student who meets the requirements of paragraph (3) of this subdivision to document

readiness for entry-level employment after high school, except for those students with

disabilities deemed eligible for a skills and achievement commencement credential

pursuant to subdivision (a) of this section.




(2) Consistent with sections 100.2(g)(1) and 100.5 of this Part, the school district
or nonpublic school shall ensure that the student has been provided with appropriate
opportunities to earn a Regents or local high school diploma, including providing a
student with meaningful access to participate and progress in the general curriculum to
assist the student to meet the State’s learning standards.

[(2)] (3) Except as provided in paragraphs [(2), (5) and (6)] (4), (7) and (8) of this

subdivision, prior to awarding the career development and occupational studies
commencement credential, the board of education or trustees of the school district, or
the governing body of the nonpublic school, shall ensure that each of the following
requirements have been met:

() the school district has evidence that the student has developed, annually
reviewed and, as appropriate, revised a career plan to ensure the student is actively
engaged in career exploration. Such plan shall include, but is not limited to, a statement
of the student’s self-identified career interests; career-related strengths and needs;
career goals; and career and technical coursework and work-based learning
experiences that the student plans to engage in to achieve those goals. School districts
shall provide students with either a model form developed by the commissioner to
document a student's career plan, or a locally-developed form that meets the
requirements of this subdivision and, as appropriate, shall assist the student to develop
his/her career plan. The student’s career plan may not be limited to career-related
activities provided by the school and may include activities to be provided by an entity
other than the school; provided that nothing in this subdivision shall be deemed to

require the school to provide the student with the specific activities identified in the



career plan. A student’s preferences and interests as identified in his/her career plan

shall be reviewed annually and, for a student with a disability, considered in the

development of the student’s individualized education program pursuant to section
200.4(d)(2)(ix) of this Title. A copy of the student’s career plan in effect during the
school year in which the student exits high school shall be maintained in the student’s
permanent record,
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[(2)] (4) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph [(1)] (3) of this subdivision, a
board of education or trustees of the school district, or the governing body of the
nonpublic school, may award the career development and occupational studies
commencement credential to a student who has met the requirements for a nationally-
recognized work-readiness credential, including but not limited to SkillsSUSA, the
National Work Readiness Credential, the National Career Readiness Certificate — (ACT)
WorkKeys and the Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment Systems Workforce
Skills Certification System.

[(3)] (5) The credential shall be issued at the same time the student receives
his/her Regents or local high school diploma or, for a student [whose disability prevents

the student from earning] who is unable to meet the requirements for a Regents or local

diploma, any time after such student has attended school for at least 12 years, excluding
kindergarten, or has received a substantially equivalent education elsewhere, or at the

end of the school year in which a student attains the age of 21.
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[(5)] (7) For students with disabilities who exit from high school prior to July 1,
2015, the district or nonpublic school may award the career development and
occupational studies commencement credential to a student who has not met all of the
requirements in subparagraph [(1)(ii)] (3)(ii) of this subdivision, provided that the school
principal, in consultation with relevant faculty, has determined that the student has
otherwise demonstrated knowledge and skills relating to the commencement level
career development occupational studies learning standards.

[(6)] (8) For students [with disabilities] who transfer from another school district
within the State or another state, the principal shall, after consultation with relevant
faculty, evaluate the work-based learning experiences and coursework on the student’s
transcript or other records to determine if the student meets the requirements in
subparagraph (ii) of paragraph [(1)] (3) of this subdivision.
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